APPENDIX 3

[bookmark: _GoBack]AGENDA ITEM 8: TWINNING AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS
The following information is provided to give the Council further background on the proposals set out in the report.  It also invites the Council to consider whether it wishes to accept a contribution of up to £5,660 (50,000 RMB) from the Dongying Municipal Government towards the cost of Guildford’s travel to visit the City in October 2017. 

Section 3 -  Review of Town Twinning
The minutes of the meetings of the Town Twinning Working Group held on 20 June and 10 July 2017, which form the basis of the recommendations included in the report, are attached as Appendices 1 and 2 respectively.

Section 7 - Dongying, China 
A copy of the Guildford delegation’s schedule in Beijing and Dongying is attached as Appendix 3.

Section 12 - Financial Implications
A breakdown of the costs incurred for the Council’s delegates to visit Dongying (and Beijing) is provided below:

Flights (for three passengers)					£4,306.27		

British Airways (World Traveller) London Heathrow to Hong Kong
Cathay Dragon (Economy) Hong Kong to Beijing
Hainan Airlines (Economy) Beijing to Dongying
Hainan Airlines (Economy) Dongying to Beijing
British Airways (World Traveller Plus) Beijing to London Heathrow

Accommodation (three nights for three people)		£1,802.43	

Hilton Beijing Capital Airport Hotel                                   

Visas (for three people)					£480.00

Local Currency						£209.84

For travel, subsistence and incidental expenses 

Total								£6,798.54

Dongying Municipal Government has already made arrangements and will meet the cost of the delegation’s accommodation in the City on 15 to 16 October.  The Municipal Government has now confirmed that it would like to offer £5,660 towards the delegation’s travel costs.  The Leader will ask the Council to vote on whether it wishes to accept this offer.

Section 13 - Legal Implications
Paragraph 13.1 in the report should be replaced by:



13.1    We can rely on Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011, which applies a general power of competence to local authorities in England, to authorise existing and new twinning and partnership arrangements.  


TOWN TWINNING WORKING GROUP
MINUTES OF A MEETING ON 20 JUNE 2017

Present
 
Councillor Matt Furniss, Deputy Leader of the Council (Chairman)
Councillor Paul Spooner, Leader of the Council
Councillor David Goodwin
Councillor Gordon Jackson
Councillor Nikki Nelson-Smith
Councillor Pauline Searle

Officer Support

Stephen Benbough, Policy and Partnerships Manager
Philippa Coldham, Policy Officer
Diana Roberts, Marketing and Tourism Development Manager

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Angela Gunning.

	


	2.
	MINUTES
Noted.

	


	3.
	RELATIONSHIP WITH FREIBURG
The Group reviewed the outcomes of the meeting with the Guildford-Freiburg Association on 24 January 2017 and confirmed that the Council would:

· continue to include periodic articles in About Guildford to promote the twinning relationship; and

· support the Association with the design and production of improved literature to promote tourism (including in German).

Matt Furniss would contact Peter Slade of the Guildford-Freiburg Association on the following outstanding actions:

· the provision of contact details for Freiburg from any business and environmental presentations that he had attended;

· information on activities undertaken by Freiburg’s other twins to promote their  twinning relationship, including events; and

· copies of promotional and other literature produced by the Association.

The Group felt that the Council should become more proactive in leading the relationship with Freiburg in respect of economic, tourism and business links.  To this end, it was agreed that Surrey Chambers of Commerce should be invited to the next meeting to assist with discussions about options and activities to take this forward. 
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	4.
	POTENTIAL NEW TWINNING/PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS

Dongying, China
The Group noted that a delegation from Dongying would be visiting Guildford on 17 July 2017 and had expressed an interest in developing a “Friendly Exchange Relationship”.

The Group expressed support for a proposed partnership agreement in principle and members were asked to circulate suggestions for areas that the relationship should focus upon.

Versailles, France
The Group noted that the British Embassy in Paris had been approached by Versailles about identifying a suitable British twin.  The Embassy had suggested that Guildford would make an excellent twin for Versailles.

The Group responded positively towards a potential twinning with Versailles and, therefore, Matt Furniss would respond to the British Embassy to progress this.

The Council would need to engage residents as part of this process and particularly representatives of the local French community.
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	5. 
	GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR TWINNING
The Group recognised that further consideration would need to be given to resourcing the support required for developing and enhancing Guildford’s twinning and partnership arrangements.  Matt Furniss would liaise with the Head of Financial Services on this matter.

	
MF

	6.
	DEVELOPING TOWN TWINNING
Members of the Group were invited to review the objectives of town twinning and the desirable characteristics of twin towns and to circulate their thoughts on the reasons, benefits and justifications for pursuing the proposed new relationships with Dongying and Versailles.

	
All

	7. 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Group would be held on Monday 10 July 2017 at 11:00am in Room 8 (Hatchlands), Millmead House.
	




APPENDIX 1



TOWN TWINNING WORKING GROUP
MINUTES OF A MEETING ON 10 JULY 2017

Present
 
Councillor Matt Furniss, Deputy Leader of the Council (Chairman)
Councillor David Goodwin
Councillor Angela Gunning
Councillor Gordon Jackson

Officer Support

Simon Ash, Economic Development Officer
Stephen Benbough, Policy and Partnerships Manager
Philippa Coldham, Policy Officer

Surrey Chambers of Commerce

Sarah Butcher, Membership Manager

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Paul Spooner, Nikki Nelson-Smith, Pauline Searle and Diana Roberts.

	


	2.
	MINUTES
Noted.

	


	3.
	RELATIONSHIP WITH FREIBURG
The Group agreed that the Council would become more proactive in leading the relationship with Freiburg in respect of economic, tourism and business links.

	

	4.
	NEW TWINNING AND PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

(a) Dongying, China
The Group agreed that it was happy to develop links between Guildford and Dongying.

Surrey Chambers of Commerce expressed support for the proposed partnership and would wish to be involved as this progressed.

Sarah Butcher would provide the Group with contacts for the British Council and Britain-China Business Council.

The Group asked that information be collated about the links between other UK and Chinese towns and cities. 

(b) Shangqui, China
The Group noted that Matt Furniss had met with a representative from Shangqui to discuss links with Guildford. It was agreed that this relationship would focus on business links and agriculture, rather than a formal twinning arrangement.

A further meeting would be arranged, including Surrey Chambers of Commerce, Surrey County Agricultural Society and other relevant partners. 

(c) Versailles, France
The Group noted that the British Embassy had received Guildford’s declaration of interest to twin with Versailles, and discussions had begun on links the relationship would focus upon.

The Group agreed that it should start identifying those who would be suitable for cultural exchanges, such as the Guildford Friary Band.

Nikki Nelson-Smith had been asked to provide contact details of French groups and associations in the Borough.
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	5. 
	GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR TWINNING
Matt Furniss would liaise with the Head of Financial Services concerning the financial and officer support required to develop and enhance Guildford’s twinning and partnership arrangements. 

	
MF


	6.
	DEVELOPING TOWN TWINNING
The Group noted the guideline documents on the objectives of town twinning and desirable characteristics of twin towns.

	



	7. 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Dates would be canvassed for the next meeting of the Group in October 2017.
	
PC
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ITINERARY FOR THE GUILDFORD DELEGATION IN BEIJING AND DONGYING

Friday 13 October

6.40pm	Flight from London Heathrow to Hong Kong

Saturday 14 October

1.40pm	Arrive in Hong Kong

4.00pm	Flight from Hong Kong to Beijing

7.20pm	Arrive at Beijing Capital Airport 

	(Overnight stay at Hilton Beijing Capital Airport Hotel)

Sunday 15 October

6.30am	Flight from Beijing to Dongying

7.40am	Arrive at Dongying Shengli Airport

8.00am	Meet at Blue Horizon Hotel (including representative of British Embassy)

9.00am	Visits to

		Urban Plan Exhibition Hall
		Dongying Vocational College
		Kerui Group

1.30pm	Visits to

		Fangyuan Copper
		Horticultural Garden
		Wanda Group

5.30pm	Official Meeting at Blue Horizon Hotel, Dongying

	(Overnight stay at Blue Horizon Hotel)

Monday 16 October 

9.00am	Visit Sunwu Lake Resort

1.30pm	Visit Yellow River Delta National Nature Reserve

7.10pm	Flight from Dongying to Beijing

8.20pm	Arrive at Beijing Airport

	(Overnight stay at Hilton Beijing Capital Airport Hotel)

		
Tuesday 17 October 	

10.30am	Visit to Neusoft Xikang, Beijing with representative of British Embassy

2.00pm	Visit to Baidu, Beijing with representative of British Embassy

4.00pm	Meeting with Chairman of Zhongguancom Software Science Park, Beijing with representative of British Embassy

	(Overnight stay at Hilton Beijing Capital Airport Hotel)

Wednesday 18 October

11.15am	Return flight from Beijing Capital Airport to London Heathrow 

3.30pm	Arrive at London Heathrow


